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EMANUEL TOVAR

Emanuel Tovar (b. 1974) was born in Guadalajara, Mexico, where he currently lives and works. Tovar's practice
departs from the conlflicts and vulnerabilities of the human condition. He is interested in matter and sculpture

as a reflection of the social confext, and as a media for the construction of dialogues. Tovar s geometric
deconstructions, which seem to be mere formal exercises, function as metaphors for the disintegration of structural
lines that fracture and transform. Fragility is a constant in his creative search while questioning social schemes and
those of art ifself. Using forgotten materials and elements, recycled, reused and recuperated from a social context
in which consumerism is prevalent and social classes are increasingly more pronounced, he creates systems
through a chaotic precarious process. Similar fo the practices that occur in conflictive contexts (where consfruction
is made with the most elemental and close at hand materials), generating tensions to make the viewer aware of
that which prevails in the near perimefer; to recuperate the “other” histories that grow like parasites fed by the
waste of society. Tovar thinks of the periphery as a refaining belt of capitalist sociefies, where he finds abstract
realities in a fleeting context of fragile economy, of perishable architectures removed from the established order.
To discuss precariousness, fo reflect on the power of action, human labor, and work, establishing settings where it
seems as though the system is cracking. His works become posfcards that portray the suburban chaos in a kind of

an antithesis of aesthetic perfection.
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Group exhibition
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2003 Bombiux-Tix-Tix, Museo Raul Anguiano, Guadalajara, Mexico
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Monumentos, anti-Monumentos y nueva escultura publica, Museo Universitario del CHOPO,
Mexico City
A Poet*hical Wager, MOCA, Cleveland, USA
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Guadalajara, Mexico
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2013 Sin necesidad de profecias, Diéresis Gallery, Guadalajara Mexico
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Babylon, VIl Festival de Arte Contempordneo de Barcelona, Centro de Cultura  de Barcelona,
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Argentina
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2007 Trinchera (Homage to José Clemente Orozco), Museo Raul Anguiano, Guadalajara, Mexico
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2013 Promotion and dissemination, experiences in the professional field, DAAD, Universidad de
Guanajuato, Mexico
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Gabinete Homo-Extraterrestre Collective, Member

Co-founder, Cerro Quemado (Asociacion Auténoma de Artistas y Agentes Culturales de
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APT member (Artist Pension Trust)

Co-founder, Clemente Jacgs
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Programa de Estimulo a la Creacién y Desarrollo Artistico (stimulus program for art creation and
development), State Council for Culture and Arts, Mexico
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development), The National Fund for Culture and Arts, Mexico



AWARDS

2017 ILLY award for Solo Project at PARC' Peru
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20172018  Artist Residency at Paramo, Tetetlan, Mexico City
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COLLECTIONS
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Carrillo Gil Collection, Mexico
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Charpenel Collection, Mexico

GAIA Collection, Mexico
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